146
like other clergymen, to come forward in the defence of what I, believe to be true, the idea of being a party leader is one which I view with the utmost repugnance, and I resent the liberty which Monsignor Capel has taken with my name.    If his language means anything, it means that I am personally responsible for ' unintentionally, but not the less assuredly, disseminating several doctrines of the Eoman Church/    As an English clergyman I can only treat this language as a gross insult.    And I must therefore ask Mm either to prove his charge from what I have myself written and preached, or to consult the demands of his own honour, as doubtless he will, by making me a public apology in your columns. He will say, perhaps, ' You are mixed up with the Eitualists ; you   befriend   them.'    Certainly,  I   do   not   mean to  promote Monsignor  Capel's schemes   for making converts by helping to isolate a body of men, some of whom may have said or done that which I cannot defend, but the bulk of whom I believe to be devotedly   loyal   to   the   English 'Church.     Monsignor   Capel, apparently, is gifted with a very fine sense of the exact distinction between a High Churchman and a Bitualist; for me, all who desire to be loyal to the Prayer Book, whether they make mistakes or not, are brethren, whose friendship and co-operation I desire ; and, if they make mistakes, they can afford to confess it; they are happily not weighted with any presumed necessity for keeping up a dramatic show of infallibility.    It is of course, perfectly natural that Monsignor Capel should wish to break us up ; like others before him, he would divide and conquer ; and I cannot refuse to him the tribute of a certain sort of admiration for the skill with which he manipulates the lower passions of the popular Puritanism in the controversial interests of the Church of Borne.    But, when he has done his best or his worst in this direction, he will still be, for educated people at any rate, a long way from success.    He must show that the infallibility of ' Honorius the heretic' is compatible with the infallibility of the successor and of the Councils who anathematized him; he must convince us that the language to which the whole Eoman Church was committed at Constance is not utterly irreconcilable with the more recent language which is now being imposed on it from the Vatican.    He may not wish to bring these questions to the front, but there they are, and the last word has not yet been said about them.
To a 'Mere Layman/ who puts the case of a devout communicant, partaking of bread and wine which the priest, unknown, to the communicant, had omitted to consecrate, I can only reply, as I fear to his disappointment, that I do not certainly know. On